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Why the Power Grid Failed in
Texas and Beyond

Unusually cold temperatures exposed flaws in an
electricity system designed for more consistent
and predictable seasonal shifts.
 
Read more here.

Major Disaster Declared After
Texas Storms 

President Biden declared a major disaster for
much of Texas after the state was struck by a
severe winter storm that left millions without power
and water.

Read more here.

Southern Cities Hit Hard by Storms
Face New Crisis: No Water

Southern cities slammed by winter storms that left
millions without power for days have traded one
crisis for another: Busted water pipes.

Read more here.

Back-Up Generator Demand
Surges Amid Increase in Extreme
Weather Events

http://www.arkansasstatechamber.com/
https://apnews.com/article/why-texas-power-grid-failed-2eaa659d2ac29ff87eb9220875f23b34
https://apnews.com/article/why-texas-power-grid-failed-2eaa659d2ac29ff87eb9220875f23b34
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/president-biden-declares-major-disaster-texas-following-severe-winter-storm-n1258442
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/president-biden-declares-major-disaster-texas-following-severe-winter-storm-n1258442
https://apnews.com/article/power-texas-water-shortage-south-b1cad8589083d0f6c79020ef642995d1
https://apnews.com/article/power-texas-water-shortage-south-b1cad8589083d0f6c79020ef642995d1
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/02/17/generac-ceo-on-meeting-generator-demand.html
https://www.wyff4.com/article/experts-gulf-freeze-may-boost-gas-prices-but-only-briefly/35552575#
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/business/2021/02/17/u-s-industrial-production-climbs-0-9-january/6779457002/?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Input+Newsletter+Feb+18+2021&utm_term=https%3a%2f%2fwww.detroitnews.com%2fstory%2fbusiness%2f2021%2f02%2f17%2fu-s-industrial-production-climbs-0-9-january%2f6779457002%2f&utm_id=81519&sfmc_id=28996471
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/02/18/us-jobless-claims-.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/02/17/us-producer-price-index-january-2021.html?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Input+Newsletter+Feb+18+2021&utm_term=https%3a%2f%2fwww.cnbc.com%2f2021%2f02%2f17%2fus-producer-price-index-january-2021.html&utm_id=81519&sfmc_id=28996471
https://www.hrdive.com/news/survey-only-6-of-us-employers-plan-to-mandate-covid-19-vaccination/595300/
https://apnews.com/article/biden-democrats-new-immigration-bill-b80ff43f84438d487f274abb93b0447d?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Input+Newsletter+Feb+19+2021&utm_term=https%3a%2f%2fapnews.com%2farticle%2fbiden-democrats-new-immigration-bill-b80ff43f84438d487f274abb93b0447d&utm_id=82045&sfmc_id=28996471
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/02/18/biden-covid-advisor-says-christmas-is-a-reasonable-timeline-for-getting-back-to-normal.html?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Input+Newsletter+Feb+19+2021&utm_term=https%3a%2f%2fwww.cnbc.com%2f2021%2f02%2f18%2fbiden-covid-advisor-says-christmas-is-a-reasonable-timeline-for-getting-back-to-normal.html&utm_id=82045&sfmc_id=28996471
https://3mauud1v537n3jeq0s4dqv5n-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Ventilation-Strategies-to-Reduce-the-Risk-of-COVID-19-in-Manufacturing_NORA-MSC.pdf?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Input+Newsletter+Feb+19+2021&utm_term=https%3a%2f%2f3mauud1v537n3jeq0s4dqv5n-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com%2fwp-content%2fuploads%2f2021%2f02%2fVentilation-Strategies-to-Reduce-the-Risk-of-COVID-19-in-Manufacturing_NORA-MSC.pdf&utm_id=82045&sfmc_id=28996471
https://www.industryweek.com/technology-and-iiot/article/21155451/steel-producers-take-center-stage-in-energy-evolution


Demand for alternative home powering sources is
surging amid an increase in extreme weather
events, such as the unprecedented snowfall
across Texas.

Read more here.

Gulf Freeze May Boost Gas Prices,
But Only Briefly

A deep freeze in the Gulf state region and beyond
forced as many as 11 refineries offline. The
resulting capacity cuts could drive gas prices up by
about 10 to 20 cents per gallon.

Read more here.

U.S. Industrial Production Climbs
0.9 Percent in January

American industry expanded for the fourth
consecutive month in January, but it has yet to
return to the level of activity that preceded the
pandemic.

Read more here.

Department of Labor Reports
861,000 Initial Unemployment
Claims

The U.S. Department of Labor reported 861,000
initial unemployment claims for the most recent
reporting period, suggesting continued problems in
the labor market. 

Read more here.

U.S. Producer Prices in January
Post Biggest Gain Since 2009

U.S. producer prices increased by the most since
2009 in January as the cost of goods and services
surged, suggesting inflation at the factory gate
may be starting to creep up.

Read more here.

Employers Face Tough Questions
About Mandating Vaccine
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A recent Littler Mendelson survey showed that
only 6% of employer respondents intend to
mandate the COVID-19 vaccine for their workers.

Read more here.

Congress Considers Immigration
Bill

President Biden and Democrats in Congress are
teaming up to unveil a bill that would overhaul
America’s immigration system.

Read more here.

Biden Administration Eyes
“Normal” Christmas

Andy Slavitt, the Biden Administration’s COVID-19
advisor, says Christmas is a ‘reasonable’ timeline
for getting back to normal.

Read more here.

Adequate Ventilation Critical to
Reducing Transmission of COVID-
19

Scientists have found that adequate ventilation is
critical to reducing the transmission of COVID-19,
and NAM and the CDC have partnered to launch a
webpage to provide useful information.

Read more here.

Steel Producers Look to Cut
Carbon Emissions

Steel makers are looking at how to reduce their
carbon footprint, whether in ironmaking, improved
steel pipelines and the reduction of waste.

Read more here.
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